MIMICRY

as also comedians the late Gopi,
Johnny walker, Dixit, Bhagwan,
Om Prakash and Mahmood. What
is most amazing is that he imitates
the singing voices of Noorjehan,
Lata Mangeshkar, Bhanumathi,
M.S. Subbalaxmi and P. Suseela, as
also the late Saighal and Punkaj
Mallick. And he has not left un-
touched the politicians, literatteres
and stage and movie artists of his
home state.

It is a delight to watch him
imitate "the voices and gestures of
artists like Nagaiah, N.T. Rama
Rao, A. Nageswara Rao, S.V.
Ranga Rao, Jaggayya and
Gummadi, politicians like
Prakaasam and Pattabhi
Sitaramayya and eminent
musicians like Balamuralikrishna
and Ghantasala.

Apart from these, Venumadhav
entertains foreign tourists enacting
scenes from 'Ben Hur1, The Ten
commandments', 'Samsoa and
Delilah1, and 'Macanna's Gold".
There have been several occasions
when his art came.to his rescue. To
quote: he was about to be hauled
up at New York Airport by the
customs for carrying fruit, a
prohibited item in his luggage.
When the customs official
concerned saw a UN brochure on
his performance and enquired
about his art, Venumadhav gave a

brief demonstration of piece from
"Othello". Immensely pleased, the
official passed him without
searching his luggage. He had
become a Venu fan !

A teetotaller with a happy
family of an understanding wife
and two daughters and two sons,
Venu says that the happiest thing
in a mimic's life is his urge and
capacity to imitate everybody in
every-walk of life." An actor may
not be able to imitate another actor.
But a mimic does everybody. A
mimic must digest the total
personality of the person Tie
imitates. He must keep up his throat
and vocal chords like musicians. He
has no castes, no religious bias, no
parochial attitudes or linguistic
prejudices. He loves everybody just
to imitate him and provide healthy
entertainment with no aids except
the mike. He is the best and real
national integrationist," says he to
explain that he is the lover of all
languages, all people and a
champion of national unity and a
one-world cause.